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Application/Control Number: 09/998,959 Docket No.: 2000-0606 

Art Unit: 2655 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: : 

Bishnu Saroop Atal : Attorney Ref.: 2000-0606 

Serial No.: 09/998,959 : Confirmation No. : 6485 

Filed: November 1, 2001 : Art Unit: 2655 

FOR: SYSTEM AND METHOD OF : Examiner: Brian Louis Alvertalli 

PATTERN RECOGNITION IN VERY : 
HIGH-DIMENSIONAL SPACE : 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

MAIL STOP: ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Responsive to the Examiner's Statement for the Reasons for allowance, Applicants 
note that they do not acquiesce to the Examiner's characterization of claim 16 and the 
interpretation of the term "center" to the extent that it incorporates or further limits the 
interpretation of this term. As one example, the Examiner states that "comparing a first 
distance from the center of an n-dimensional space having a center (i.e., a generally spherical 

form) to the samples phoneme " Where the Examiner's interpretation narrows the scope of 

the claim (i.e., from generally an n-dimensional space to a generally spherical form), 
Applicants to not concede this interpretation. 

Notably, in the prosecution of this case, Applicants argued with respect to claim 16 
that there is insufficient motivation or suggestion to combine Smith et al. with Casey and 
further that there insufficient motivation or suggestion to combine Cooper with Smith et al. 
Casey teaches away from any combination with a speech-based reference and the teachings 
of either Smith et al. or Cooper would have to be fundamentally changed for those references 
to be combined. Therefore, rather than acquiesce to a narrowed interpretation of claim 16, 

] 
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Applicants would submit that their arguments regarding the lack of motivation to combine 
are the acceptable reason for the allowance of claim 16, rather than a narrowing interpretation 
of any particular claim limitation in this claim. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: December 19, 2005 

Correspondence Address: 
Samuel H. Dworetsky 
AT&T Corp. 
Room 2A-207 
One AT&T Way 
Bedminster, NJ 07921 



By: /Thomas M. Isaacson/ 

Thomas M. Isaacson 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 44,166 
Phone: 410-414-3056 
Fax No.: 410-510-1433 
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